TREASURED THOUGHTS ACADEMY
Digging out Treasures through Books.

INTRODUCTION:
Treasured Thoughts Academy is a literacy development organisation set out to revive the reading
culture amongst children and young people in Nigeria. The culture of reading is fast losing
relevance amongst children and young people and this of course is due to very numerous reasons.
Though, one major reason is the availability of so many distractions that their presence makes it
almost impossible to carry out a task such as reading which needs maximum concentration if it is
to be of any relevance or achieve its aim of imparting knowledge.
This goal was born out of a desire not just to solve a fundamental problem of reading resulting
into the lack of scholarship amongst young people, but on how to correct the effects that lack of
reading has brought to the younger generation. These effects are poor writing and speaking skills.
The Christian Bible admonishes that there is nothing that can be done if the foundation is
destroyed. This simple statement cuts across every sphere of life as it is impossible to build a
house on a poor foundation with an expectation that it won’t collapse.
Treasured Thoughts Academy is geared towards building a solid foundation for young people by
educating them on reading as a healthy foundation to building a good life. We seek to re-direct
the children and young people to the importance of reading as a foundation on which they can
become good writers and speakers at the same time. Treasured Thoughts Academy also teaches
on the numerous advantages that reading can bring and how children and young people can
surmount the challenges they face in the journey of becoming avid readers. Our sessions are very
practical and would use every means necessary to build young scholars and intellectuals by
actively engaging them in reading.
What distinguishes us is fundamentally the passion we have to redirect children and young people
to books but we also teach reading in its practical sense. We teach skills necessary for reading and
how it can be maximised in writing and speaking. The lessons are such that they are beyond
classroom experiences as it would be very interactive and engaging.
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Core Values
Impact: We believe in positively impacting participants with the necessary knowledge
needed for literacy development.
Intelligence: We believe in the power of intelligence and it informs what we do. We also aim
at building and creating intelligent minds.
Innovation: We believe in dynamism and creativity. We seek to explore new tools/means at
getting better results at what we do and in turn encourage our participants to adopt the
innovative spirit.
Vision
To be a leading organisation in Nigeria that sets the pace for literacy development among
children and young people.
Mission
To rebuild the reading culture amongst youths through advocacy, impactful training sessions
with innovative ideas and intelligent solutions by stirring up dynamism and creativity in young
minds and ultimately improving the quality of young writers and speakers in Nigeria.
Aims and Objectives
To mentor and groom children and young people into becoming voracious readers.
To help young people become better speakers and writers hence improving knowledge
base and creativity.
To motivate and steer up interests in young minds about reading.
To proffer intelligent solutions to challenges faced by these young minds in their reading
habits through personal follow up and mentoring.
To advocate for government support for budding writers and speakers.

Page | 2

WHY YOU NEED US?
The aims and objectives stated by the academy needs total dedication and full commitment from
mentors. Teachers may not have the time to give total attention to these aspects of education due
to other vital responsibilities. Our desire is to take this responsibility off your shoulders by working
closely with the academic staff.
Also, we assure you of quality service by giving you update as to the improvements made in
reading by students in your school. We assure you of close monitoring and trainings through
writing workshops and oratory trainings – hence, grooming them to be intelligent writers and
speakers.
The team of Treasured Thoughts Academy is dedicated to this cause and won’t relent until our
goals are achieved. Hence, we look forward to great partnerships in truly raising leaders for
tomorrow.
READERS CLUB
A readers club simply is the gathering of people who love to read and share ideas and opinions
about books. The readers club functions with each member of the group reading a unanimously
chosen book. Meeting times can be at least once a month or once a week depending on the
schedule of the people within the club. However, for effectiveness, once a month is ideal as it
allows people ample time to read the book that will be discussed.
The readers club creates an avenue for those who are new to the culture of reading work with
other who may have grown to be avid readers in order to also develop this culture. It is designed
to be an interactive and collaborative affair among members irrespective of the level they find
themselves. Through group discussions, each member is allowed to lend his/her voice to the
narrative/book being read. Constructive criticisms are welcomed so as to learn and unlearn things.
It is a good platform for healthy socialisation.
Treasured Thoughts Academy is geared towards helping schools establish readers clubs or
strengthen existing ones by offering support and counsel. The idea is to get the students or
participants together to discuss books chosen by the club. These discussions will be handled by
facilitators who would ensure active participation and healthy discussions.
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The goal of this as stated earlier is to raise a generation of readers and ultimately good writers and
speakers. Treasured Thoughts is geared towards fostering creativity and dynamism among young
people. Treasured Thoughts is committed to making better citizens of the society by reforming
and educating their minds through healthy books.

OTHER BENEFITS
Counselling: Treasured Thoughts Academy seeks to foster a healthy relationship between
facilitators and students. Readers club opens avenues for socialisation and integration. In a
book discussion, people are very candid about their opinions and views on issues that the
book raises. Hence, monitoring the opinions and views that participants hold concerning
various issues can be eye opening especially in understanding their psyche. A lot of
opinions are influenced by educational, social, religious and ethnic backgrounds. The
reading club sessions will be managed by facilitators to draw from participants their deep
thoughts and reactions about the issues raised in the book. These will be noted and used in
putting them on the right track if peradventure they seem to get some things wrong
especially with their perspective to life.
ACTIVITIES OF TREASURED THOUGHTS ACADEMY
Training sessions: Intensive teachings and interactions with participants on reading,
speaking and writing.
Read A Loud: This is a session where participants read aloud to monitor fluency of speech,
comprehension and if the need arises correct reading deficiencies.
Spelling bees: Participants will be tested on words derived from books that have been read
during training sessions.
Oratory presentations from participants.
Readers Club: The readers club is one major goal that we want to achieve. If the school does
not have one, we will help establish one and if there is one in existence, we will collaborate
with it to become better.
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MODE OF OPERATION
Treasured Thoughts Academy operates by holding training sessions an hour every week with
participants or for the period of time the school can allow. For a thorough job, 7weeks is what
we would recommend. During that hour/time allocated, sessions on improving reading skills,
writing and oratory skills will be handled. Treasured Thoughts will work with registered
participants as suggested by the school/organisation. The organisation will charge per
child/participant and the school would help in the purchase of selected book(s) that will be
read by the students.
The sessions will include a Read-A-Loud session which will allow participants to read out. This
allows for monitoring fluency, phonology and speech mannerisms. Also, a Spelling Bee session
for both vocabulary expansion and phonology development will be included.
SPEAK OUT: is another aspect of the session that allows participants to take a topic of their
choice and educate others about. The issues or topics would be drawn out of the book that will
be chosen to be read by all. This is to train participants on public speaking, voice range/pitch,
gestures etc.
WRITE RIGHT: is another session where basics of writing will be taught. The Do’s and Don’ts
will be explained and participants will do a short write up and read to the group.
At the end of every session, each student will be scored on how he/she is able to grasp what is
been discussed and further concerns if need be will be communicated to teachers who will
carry on the task of helping such students even after our stay is over. However, our help can be
solicited if the school/organisation wants a more concerted effort in helping the participant(s).
READERS CLUB: Already stated above, the readers club will be established to continue to
facilitate reading amongst students.
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PROFILE OF INITIATOR
My name is Onome Aruoriwo Onwah. I am from Delta State, born to Pharm. and Dr Mrs.
Onwah on the 12th of January 1990. I had my primary school education at Gladys Nursery and
Primary School, Lagos and proceeded to Caleb International College and later changed school
to Federal Government Girls College, Ipetumodu, Osun State (1999-2005). In 2007, I gained
admission to study English at the University of Ibadan, Oyo State in 2007 and finished in 2011. I
proceeded to do my youth service in Ogun State where I served as a Literature in English
teacher in Abeokuta Grammar School, Ogun State. I have taken other professional courses
such as obtaining a diploma in Public Relations from the Nigerian Institute of Public Relations
in 2012 which has also helped boost my knowledge on professional relationships. I have also
obtained a certification in Customer Relationship Management from the EC-Council (USA) in
2013.
In further pursuit of education, I proceeded to obtain a Master’s Degree in English Literature
from the University of Lagos, Akoka (2014/2015) and at the moment pursuing getting my PhD
degree. While doing all of these, I have been driven to reawaken the reading culture amongst
our children and youths especially after my experience teaching ss1 students in my place of
primary assignment. Students are gradually declining in their ability to write and speak well of
which I have discovered is closely linked to a fundamental problem which is the lack of a
reading culture.
Hence, I have been doing my bit within my church to encourage young people to pick up
reading again. I have been working with teens for about eight years and I have come to know
their psychology and how best to interact with them. This knowledge as helped in my
enhancing my ability to spread the gospel of books to young minds. On the 20 th of April 2016,
I was invited by the Royalty Initiative (A non-governmental organisation geared towards
helping students in government schools become better and achieve their goals in life) to give a
talk on reading to the students of schools in Ikosi-Isheri local government and the response
was amazing. Asides all of these, I have people who consult with me personally on how they
can improve their reading habits.
I am not just passionate about books; I am very social and able to adequately communicate my
ideas. I love to read, travel and sing. I am a woman who believes in the uniqueness of every
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individual and encourages all to pursue their God-given dreams. I believe in selfless service and
transparency in dealing with people as I owe it to God and humanity. I strive to be excellent in
what I do and Treasured Thoughts Academy will always strive for excellence. I have to also
taken part in speaking engagements that has given me adequate knowledge in the world of
public speaking. At the University of Ibadan, I headed the literary and debating society of
Obafemi Awolowo Hall from 2010-2011. I also served as the features editor for Association of
Faculty of Arts Press (2009-2010) thereby giving me the skill needed to teach writing especially
to young minds. The course I studied in the University (English) has helped form and groom me
for the challenge of running this academy. As a graduate of English, I am trained to read, write
and speak well.
Treasured Thoughts Academy is born out of a deep seated passion to raise a generation of
dynamic minds through reading. I have interacted with so many people and I have seen up
close that reading has become a major challenge. With research and personal experience (I had
to cultivate the habit of reading myself because I wasn’t born a lover of books and today my
personal reading habits have improved and my library is expanding) I believe that I can provide
intelligent solutions to the gradual decline of reading amongst our children and young people.
CONTACT DETAILS: treasuredthots@outlook.com. 09093752938, 07038748744
Visit our Facebook page: www.facebook.com/TreasuredThots and follow us on Twitter:
@treasuredthots
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